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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Bnnual  (Report 

ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE 

Ormskirk  Urban  District 

DURING  THE  YEAR 

19  45. 


HERBERT  E.  MARSDEN,  M.B..  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Of  Gray’s  Inn,  Barrister-at-Law, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Lancaster. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INTRODUCTION. 


By  S.  C.  GAWNE,  M.D.,  B.S.  (Lond),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
D.C.H.,  D.P.H.,  Barrister-at-Law. 

(Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  1st  April,  1946). 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ormskirk 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

The  privilege  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  Ormskirk  for  1945  is  a  sad  one,  for  it  is  the  work 
of  your  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  H.  E.  Marsden,  whose 
death  occurred  in  such  tragic  circumstances  last  April.  Although 
Dr.  Marsden  had  only  occupied  the  position  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Ormskirk  for  a  relatively  short  period,  he  was  well- 
known  in  the  district  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  By  his  untimely  death  the  Urban 
District  lost  the  services  of  an  able  and  energetic  worker  in 
Public  Health. 

Dr.  Marsden  had  almost  completed  the  Report  and  it  only 
remains  for  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  more  salient  features. 
The  most  outstanding  feature  of  the  vital  statistics  is  the  reduction 
in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate.  The  rate  for  1945  was  18  deaths 
per  1,000  births  and  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  Urban  District  ; 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  year  was  46.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  recognised  as  a  criterion  of  the  general 
well-being  of  the  community  and  this  low  rate  will  doubtless  be 
regarded  with  great  satisfaction  by  the  Council. 

The  Birth  Rate  showed  a  fall  from  18.5  in  1944  to  14  in  1945. 
This  is  in  keeping  with  the  trend  throughout  the  country  as  a  whole, 
but  it  is  likely  that  1946  will  see  a  return  to  a  higher  rate. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  throughout  1945  was  good. 
It  is  gratifying  to  report  a  further  reduction  in  the  incidence  of 
diphtheria.  Doubtless  this  is  due,  in  a  large  measure,  to  the 
Council’s  scheme  for  immunisation,  which  is  much  appreciated  by 
parents.  133  children  between  the  age  of  1  and  2  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  during  1945. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


August,  1946. 


S.  C.  GAWNE. 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area — 15,608  acres. 

Population. — The  population  according  to  the  1931  Census,  was 
17,121,  and  the  Registrar  General  estimates  that  at  the 
middle  of  the  year  the  population  was  19,320. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses. — At  the  end  of  1945  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses,  according  to  the  Rate  Books,  was  5,440. 

The  Rateable  Value  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  £118,045,  and 
the  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  was  £456. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  Urban  District  of  Ormskirk  occupies  15,608  acres  of  the 
West  Lancashire  plain.  The  ancient  town  of  Ormskirk  is  situated 
on  the  highest  ground  in  the  area,  and  the  village  of  Newburgh 
is  pleasantly  sited  on  a  small  hill,  otherwise  the  district  is  flat  or 
gently  undulating. 

Three-quarters  of  the  district  is  rural  in  character.  The  chief 
interest  of  the  population  is  agriculture  or  allied  employment  ; 
indeed  Ormskirk  is  locally  known  as  the  capital  of  this  large  agri¬ 
cultural  area,  and  the  ruling  prices  at  the  weekly  market  are  quoted 
all  over  the  country. 

Burscough  is  a  small  town  3  miles  north  of  Ormskirk,  and 
here  are  situated  a  large  permanent  Army  Ordnance  Depot  and  an 
Air  Station.  Apart  from  agriculture,  the  chief  industries  include 
a  brass  foundry,  2  breweries,  an  ironfoundry,  2  timber  yards,  a 
printing  and  bookbinding  works,  a  flour  mill,  an  oatmeal  mill, 
three  brickworks,  and  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  cakes  and 
biscuits,  wooden  handles,  neckwear,  sausages,  fertiliser  and  auto¬ 
mobile  oils. 

Transport  facilities  are  good.  The  main  L.M.S.  line  from 
Liverpool  to  Scotland  crosses  the  Southport-Manchester  line  at 
right  angles  in  the  centre  of  the  district,  and  there  are  six  railway 
stations  in  the  area.  Road  transport  services  are  good  ;  and 
there  is  also  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  for  the  carriage  of 
heavy  merchandise. 


Since  1931,  the  Urban  District  has  included,  in  addition  to 
Ormskirk,  the  Townships  of  Lathom  and  Burscough,  parts  of 
Aughton,  Bickerstaffe  and  Scarisbrick,  and  the  hamlets  of  New¬ 
burgh  and  Westhead.  During  the  war  years  there  has  been  little 
progress  or  development,  and  the  chief  handicaps  from  which  the 
population  suffers  are  overcrowding  and  shortage  of  dwelling  houses. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General : — 

TOTAL.  M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  .  254  123  131 

Illegitimate  .  18  10  8 

Total  272  133  139 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population — 14  0. 


total.  M. 

Still  births  .  6  3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

TOTAL.  M. 

Deaths  .  210  104 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Deaths. 


Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes  1 

Total  maternal  mortality  .....  1 


F. 

3 

21 

F. 

106 


10.8 


Death  Rate  per 
1 ,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births. 

Nil 

3.59 


3.59 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .....  .  1^ 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ....  1^ 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  5^ 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  ..  .  ....  32 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ... .  .  ...  ....  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  1 
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Note. — The  figures  for  the  years  1920-1930  inclusive  are  calculated  from  records  of  the  two 
Urban  Districts  of  Ormskirk  and  Lathom  and  Burscough.  They  are  approximately  compar¬ 
able  to  the  figures  for  the  new  Urban  District' from  1931  onwards. 


Per 

1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

Rate  of 
deaths 
under 
one  year 
per  1,000 
live 
births 

Live 

birth¬ 

rate 

Crude 

death- 

rate 

Death-rate 

from 

tuberculosis 
of  respira¬ 
tory  system 

Death-rate 

from 

Cancer 

Per  1,000 

LIVE 

births 

Per  1,000 

TOTAL 
(live  and 
still) 
births 

Population — 

For  birth-rate  . d 

19,320 

For  death  rates . J 

Mean  of  5  years,  1940-1944 

15.9 

11.9 

0.32 

1.63 

0.75 

0.71 

58 

Year— 1944  . 

18.5 

11.7 

0.21 

1.83 

nil 

nil 

75 

1945  . 

14.5 

*10.8 

0.25 

1.65 

3.67 

3.59 

18 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1945  on — 

5  years’  average.  1940-1944 

—1.9 

—1.1 

—0.07 

+  0.02 

+  2.92 

+  2.88 

—40 

Previous  year  . 

—4.5 

—0.9 

+  0.04 

—0.18 

+  3.67 

+  3.59 

—57 

The  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.11  for  Ormskirk  14.0. 
The  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1 1.4,  for  Ormskirk  10.8. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  46,  for 
Ormskirk  18. 

The  Maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1.79, 


for  Ormskirk  3.59. 

Details  of  the  Deaths  are  as  follows  : — 

Causes  of  Death  :  M.  F. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  .  .  .  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  .  .  .  ...  -  1 

Diphtheria  ...  .  1  - 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  .  4  1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  1  2 

Influenza  .  2  - 

Cancer  (all  forms)  .  16  16 

Diabetes  .  .  .  .  .  ....  1  2 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  .  11  19 

Heart  Diseases  .  28  31 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  .  2  1 

Bronchitis  8  5 

Pneumonia  .  3  4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  1  - 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  .  2  - 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  -  1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  .  .  .  .  2 

Nephritis  .  1  4 
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Maternal  Causes  ....  .  .  .  ....  -  1 

Premature  Birth .  1  1 

Congenital  Malformations  and  Birth  Injuries  .  1 

Suicide  ...  2  - 

Road  Traffic  accidents  .  1  1 

Other  Violent  causes  .  4  1 

All  other  cau;  es  .  . * .  .  .  11  15 


Total  104  106 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

HERBERT  E.  MARSDEN,  J.P.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Barrister-at-Law. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

NORMAN  W.  CHADWICK,  M.R.San.I. 

ALFRED  HEALY,  A. R. San. I. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  following  specimens  were  sent  for  examination  to  the 
Bacteriological  Department  of  the  University  of  Liverpool  : — 
163  nose  and  throat  swabs  for  Bacillus  Diphtheria. 

3  swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci. 

5  specimens  of  blood. 

8  specimens  of  urine. 

8  specimens  of  faeces. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A  motor  ambulance  is  hired  from  the  West  Lancashire  Rural 
District  Council  for  infectious  cases,  and  the  Council  own  an  am¬ 
bulance,  which  was  presented  by  the  people  of  the  district  for 
non-infectious  cases,  and  is  free. for  the  use  of  ratepayers  in  the 
Urban  District.  In  addition  the  Ormskirk  General  Hospital 
and  P.A.C.  ambulances  are  available. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  Ormskirk  District  Nursing  Association  provides  a  nurse 
who  undertakes  general  nursing  in  the  home.  This  is  a  voluntary 
body,  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 


7 


During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1945,  the  following 
work  was  carried  out  : — 


Cases  attended .  99 

Visits  paid  1776 


The  provision  of  a  domiciliary  midwifery  service  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  County  Council  and  in  Ormskirk  a  midwife  employed 
directly  by  the  County  Council  has  been  allocated  to  carry  out 
the  domiciliary  midwifery  work  in  the  district. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

Matron  :  Miss  M.  Whittle,  S.R.N. 

The  Hospital  is  scheduled  as  of  62  beds  in  the  recent  Hospital 
Survey  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  original  Hospital  and  Nurses’  Home  were  built  in  1894, 
and  further  extensions  were  erected  in  1906. 

Despite  the  difficulties  of  the  times,  considerable  necessary 
repairs  and  improvements  have  taken  place  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  and  are  continuing. 

In  addition  to  the  Ormskirk  area,  it  serves  the  needs  of  several 
other  Local  Authorities  in  West  Lancashire.  It  is  conveniently 
situated  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  Ormskirk  General  Hospital 
and  it  is  a  valuable  unit  in  the  Health  administration  of  a  large 
area.  Several  Urban  Districts  and  Non-County  Boroughs  have 
arrangements  with  the  large  towns  for  the  accommodation  of 
infectious  sick,  but  in  the  winter  months  these  large  towns  fre¬ 
quently  have  no  room  in  their  infectious  diseases  hospitals  and 
Ormskirk  hospital  takes  the  “  overflow.”  It  is  a  good  hospital, 
well-designed  according  to  the  standards  of  40  years  ago,  and  there 
is  plenty  of  room  for  expansion.  There  are  two  ward  blocks  ; 
one  of  six  small  wards  of  four  beds  each  in  a  row,  which  would 
subdivide  to  form  admirable  cubicles  :  the  other  contains  two  large 
wards  and  four  small  ones.  The  two  large  ones,  again,  could  be 
easily  subdivided,  and  the  scheme  of  modernisation  should  be 
simple  and  not  unduly  costly. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year  the  Hospital  assisted 
the  Tuberculosis  Department  of  the  County  Council  by  taking 
in  some  of  their  female  cases  while  they  were  temporarily  em¬ 
barrassed  owing  to  shortage  of  accommodation. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follows  : — 
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ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES  FROM  THE  HOSPITAL'S 

AREA. 


Admissions  62. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  14 

Diphtheria  .  9 

Other  diseases  of  the  throat  .  14  J 

Pneumonia  .  1 

Measles  ...  .  9 

German  measles  3* 

Chickenpox  1* 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  8 

Scabies  1 

Mumps  .  2* 

l  Including  2  Service  personnel  *  Service  personnel 

Discharges  77 

Scarlet  Fever  .  14 

Diphtheria  8 

Other  diseases  of  the  throat  .  15 

Pneumonia  .  2 

Measles  10 

German  measles  .....  3 

Chickenpox  .  1 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  20 

Scabies  .  1 

Mumps  2 

Whooping  cough  1 


ADMISSIONS  FROM  OUTSIDE  DISTRICTS.. 


Litherland  One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Maghull  One  do. 

Widnes  Two  cases  do. 

Chorley  Two  do. 

Crosby  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 

St.  Helens  One  case — other  diseases  of  throat 

Whiston  One  do. 

Rainhill  One  do. 


Total  Admissions  for  the  year  :  73. 

One  case  of  diphtheria  and  two  of  tuberculosis  died.  Both  were- 
from  the  Hospital’s  area. 
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Subjoined  is  a  statement  of  the  outside  work  done  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Hospital  during  1945  : — 

Journeys  with  ambulance  for  patients — 39  (343  miles). 

Journeys  with  ambulance  to  fetch  and  return  bedding — 48. 
Number  of  houses  attended  for  disinfection — 14. 

Number  of  rooms  sprayed — 50. 

Number  of  times  steam  disinfector  was  used — 82. 

Number  of  articles  stoved — 1358. 

DAY  NURSERY. 

A  day  nursery  was  built  in  April,  1943,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  County  Health  Department. 

It  was  well  sited  on  open  ground  fronting  Moorgate,  Bridge 
Street  and  Queen  Street,  near  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  Nursery,  though  designed  primarily  for  children  whose 
mothers  were  engaged  on  war  work,  took  other  children  also  when 
accommodation  was  available. 

Thus,  children  were  admitted  from  houses  structurally 
defective  and  from  homes  where  the  mother  was  acutely  ill  (one 
case  of  tuberculosis  and  one  of  encephalitis  come  to  mind).  Others 
were  admitted  while  the  mother  was  being  confined,  and  illegiti¬ 
mate  children  cared  for  while  their  mothers  were  out  working. 

The  nursery  accommodated  50  children,  and  the  number 
of  attendances  for  the  8  months,  May,  1945  to  January,  1946, 
was  4091. 

There  was  a  notable  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  who  were  regular  attenders.  They  were  trained  in  a  regular 
daily  routine  of  cleanliness  and  personal  hygiene,  rest  and  play¬ 
time.  Those  old  enough  learnt  to  prepare  for  meals,  made  their 
own  cots,  etc.  For  indoor  recreation,  shutes,  jungle-gym,  and 
other  toys  were  provided,  while  a  large  sand  pit  and  swing  were 
provided  out  of  doors.  The  children  improved  in  their  habits  of 
life.  Those  who  had  never  been  trained  in  their  homes  learnt 
to  be  clean  and  tidy.  Several  “  only  ”  children  who  had  never 
had  brothers  and  sisters  to  mix  with  at  home  made  a  definite 
improvement  at  the  nursery,  and  learnt  to  share  their  playthings 
and  toT>e  kind  to  others. 

Improvement  was  also  noticeable  in  naughty  and  difficult 
children  who  had  been  admitted  to  the  nursery. 

Infectious  diseases  caused  very  little  trouble.  The  nursery 
was  closed  for  a  fortnight  in  February,  1945,  as  a  precautionary 
measure,  a  few  cases  of  measles  having  occurred. 

The  district  had  in  the  nursery  a  very  useful  adjunct  to  its 
Public  Health  Service.  On  April  1st,  1946,  the  premises  were 
transferrer1  to  the  Education  Authority  to  serve  as  a  Nursery  School. 
Its  continuance  on  these  lines  will  doubtless  be  appreciated  by 
parents. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Town  End,  Cottage  Lane  and 
Halsall  Lane  areas,  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied 
from  the  Council’s  Waterworks  undertakings,  situated  at  Dark 
Lane  and  Greetby  Hill. 

The  supply  at  Greetby  Hill  is  obtained  from  the  Bunter  Rock 
in  the  New  Red  Sandstone,  and  that  at  Dark  Lane  from  the  Keuper 
and  Bunter. 

Although  during  recent  years,  owing  to  the  fall  in  the  pump 
levels,  the  hardness  of  the  water  has  steadily  increased,  the  quality 
at  the  present  time  is  of  high  organic  purity  and  not  particularly 
hard.  During  the  war  period  it  was  considered  advisable  to  pro¬ 
vide  chlorine  apparatus  so  that  it  would  be  available  in  case  of 
emergency.  It  has  never  been  necessary  to  chlorinate  the  water 
to  any  high  degree  and  at  the  present  time  only  a  minute  quantity 
is  added  to  the  water. 

In  1942  the  Council  increased  their  supply  by  a  new  bore¬ 
hole  at  Dark  Lane  Works,  and  followed  this  up  by  installing  up- 
to-date  electrical  equipment.  Both  stations  are  now  equipped 
with  electric  plant  operating  vertical  spindle  centrifugal  pumps 
with  a  combined  capacity  of  over  90,000  gallons  per  hour. 

The  extent  to  which  the  demand  has  increased  is  indicated 
by  the  following  comparisons  : — 

Daily  supply,  1934  —  530,000  gallons. 

Daily  supply,  1945  —  850,000  gallons. 

During  the  past  ten  years  the  Council  has  adopted  a  progressive 
policy  in  the  provision  of  trunk  mains  in  order  to  provide  adequate 
pressure  of  water  throughout  the  district.  As  an  indication  of 
the  effect  of  this,  areas  previously  having  a  supply  pressure  of 
10  lbs.  per  square  inch  now  enjoy  a  supply  pressure  of  40  lbs. 
per  square  inch.  The  work  involved  the  laying  of  new  mains  from 
the  Ruff  Wood  tank  to  the  boundary  of  Skelmersdale  and  a  large 
trunk  main  has  been  laid  at  Burscough  and  Newburgh.  A  new 
main  was  also  provided  to  cater  for  the  proposed  Mental  Institute 
at  Lathom  Park.  The  new  trunk  main  at  Burscough  proved 
particularly  valuable  during  the  war  period,  providing  water  to 
the  Royal  Naval  Air  Station  at  Burscough. 

The  bulk  of  the  area  being  typically  agricultural,  it  is  un¬ 
avoidable  that  certain  isolated  cottages  and  farms  in  the  district 
still  obtain  their  supplies  from  wells.  The  cost  of  extending  the 
supply  to  these  premises  is  prohibitive.  In  view  of  the  possibility 
of  obtaining  grants  for  groups  of  houses,  it  may  be  possible  to  still 
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further  reduce  the  number  of  houses  which  are  not  on  the  public 
supply.  Now  that  the  consumers  are  provided  with  a  constant 
pressure  of  water,  there  is  a  definite  tendency  to  waste  water, 
and  I  consider  that  with  proper  care  the  consumption  per  head 
could  be  substantially  reduced.  The  Council  maintain  a  staff  of 
Water  Inspectors,  and  one  of  their  duties  is  to  reduce  the  waste 
of  water  by  regular  inspections  of  water  fittings.  Taps  are  re- 
washered  free  of  charge,  and  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants 
that  they  avail  themselves  of  this  service  and  also  economise  in 
the  use  of  water. 

I  append  copy  of  water  analysis  taken  in  1945. 
CERTIFIED  TRUE  COPY. 

I  have  analysed  the  Sample  of  Water  received  from  you  on 
the  30th  day  of  May,  1945,  with  the  following  result^  expressed 
in  parts  of  100,000  : — - 
Mark  and  denomination  of  the  sample— 

“  From  pumphead  Dark  Lane  Borehole, 
1-30  p.m.,  Wed.,  May  30th,  1945." 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution  . 25.20 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise — in  15  minutes  .  none 

in  3  hours  .  none 

Ammonia .  none 

Ammonia  from  organic  matter  by  distillation  with  alkaline 

permanganate  .  none 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 0.74 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  none 

Combined  Chlorine .  3.00 

Total  Hardness  .  12.0 


The  sample  was  clear,  colourless  and  odourless,  and  was 
free  from  solid  matters  in  suspension. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Re-action  to  Litmus  faintly  acid  pH  Value  5.9. 

Dissolved  Carbonic  Acid  5.1  parts  per  100,000. 

The  water  organically  is  exceptionally  pure  and  though  hard 
is  quite  fit  for  drinking  and  all  domestic  purposes. 

The  presence  of  such  a  large  amount  of  dissolved  carbonic 
acid  will  cause  the  water  to  have  a  solvent  action  on  iron 
and  other  metals. 


As  witness  by  hand  this  fourth  day  of  June,  1945. 


(Sgd)  W.  H. 

City  Analyst’s  Laboratories, 
Mount  Pleasant, 

Liverpool. 


ROBERTS,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

City  Analyst. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

'Fhe  Council  maintain  three  Sewage  Disposal  Works  which 
deal  with  Ormskirk,  Burscough  and  Westhead.  The  sewage  is 
passed  through  sedimentation  tanks  and  sludge  drying  beds, 
the  surface  effluent  being  treated  by  rotary  filter  and  discharged 
into  brooks. 

The  New  Lane  works  was  enlarged  in  1943  in  order  to  deal 
with  increased  flow  due  to  the  Royal  Naval  Air  Station. 

The  dry  weather  flow  at  Ormskirk  is  approximately  350,000 
gallons  per  day  and  at  Burscough  210,000  gallons  per  day. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE  END  OF  1945. 


Number  of  fresh  water  closets  4531 

,,  ,,  pail  closets  65 

,,  ,,  waste  water  closets  Nil 

,,  ,,  privies  766 

,,  ,,  privy  middens  734 

,,  ,,  dry  ashpits  .  ..  .....  147 

,,  ,,  dustbins  3,569 


CONVERSIONS. 


No.  of  privy  closets — To  fresh  w.c.s  0 

To  waste  w.c.s  0 

To  pails,  etc.  0 

No.  of  pail  closets —  To  fresh  w.c.s  0 

To  waste  w.c.s  0 

No.  of  waste  w.c.s  to  fresh  w.c.s  0 

No.  of  houses  at  which  movable 
ashbins  have  been  substituted 
for  fixed  receptacles  .  .  2 


During  five  years 
During  1945.  1940 — 1944. 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  employees. 
Two  motor  vehicles  each  with  three  men  and  a  driver,  and  two 
horse-drawn  vehicles  with  two  men  and  a  driver  are  employed. 

In  the  southern  part  of  the  area  (Ormskirk  and  that  added 
portion  of  Aughton,  Bickerstaffe  and  Scarisbrick)  the  majority 
of  houses  are  now  provided  with  dust  bins  which  are  emptied 
weekly.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  area  (Lathom  and  Burscough) 
the  majority  of  newer  houses,  especially  round  the  centre  of  Burs¬ 
cough,  have  dust  bins  which  are  emptied  once  every  two  weeks. 
In  the  Lathom  district,  which  is  mainly  rural  in  character,  are  to 
be  found  most  of  the  privy  middens.  These  are  emptied  in  rota¬ 
tion  at  regular  intervals. 


13 


The  refuse  is  disposed  of  either  by  tipping  or  incineration 
at  the  refuse  destructor.  The  destructor  is  of  an  old  type  and  very 
small,  having  only  two  cells  and  is  only  used  for  refuse  from  the 
immediately  surrounding  area  and  for  refuse  from  shops  and  houses 
collected  by  the  horse-drawn  vehicles. 

The  tips  consist  of  farm  pits  which  have  been  suitably  drained, 
and  any  hollow  land  which  can  be  found.  These  tips  are  filled  in 
and  levelled  off  and  covered  with  a  layer  of  soil  or  other  suitable 
material. 

A  new  tip  was  opened  at  the  disused  sand  quarry  in  Greetbv 
Hill,  but  as  it  was  impossible  to  gain  access  to  the  bottom  of  the 
quarry  the  refuse  had  to  be  tipped  from  the  top. 

This,  however,  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  the  face  of  the 
tip  could  not  be  adequately  covered  with  soil  and  in  the  summer, 
complaints  of  flies  were  received  from  residents  in  the  vicinity. 
It  was,  therefore,  decided  to  close  the  quarry  as  a  tip  and  treat 
the  whole  of  the  exposed  surface  with  Benzene  Hexachloride 
dust  and  finally  cover  with  soil.  This  treatment  proved  satisfactory 
and  no  further  complaints  were  received. 

The  Council’s  rodent  operative  visits  the  tips  at  regular 
intervals 

’  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Number  of  Premises  visited  : — 

Houses  .  .  .  .  .  397 

Lodging  Houses  .  .  .  .  1 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  .  .  85 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  .  .  .  50 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  .  ....  .  1 

Shops .  .  24 


Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered,  360. 

Number  abated,  326. 

Number  of  notices  served  :  Informal  360,  Statutory  5. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Urban  District  is  provided  with  fourteen  schools.  These 
include  one  Grammar  School,  one  Secondary  Modern  School,  two 
private  schools,  and  ten  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

The  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  was  founded  as  early  as  1611, 
and  has  occupied  its  present  site  since  1840.  Large  extensions 
to  the  original  building  were  made  in  1904  and  again  in  1929. 

The  normal  accommodation  of  the  school  is  360  scholars,  but 
on  the  1st  October,  1945  there  were  actually  61 1  on  the  roll.  Three 
prefabricated  huts  have  been  erected  on  the  playground  in  Mill 
Street,  providing  six  extra  classrooms. 
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There  is  a  great  demand  for  places  from  the  surrounding  areas, 
particularly  between  Ormskirk  and  Liverpool,  due  in  some  measure 
to  the  “  overspill  ”  from  the  City. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  500  meals  are  provided  daily,  the 
dining  accommodation  is  now  far  too  small.  It  is  hoped  to  erect 
a  new  dining  hall  in  the  near  future,  so  as  to  cater  for  this  large 
number,  and  incidentally  relieve  the  present  hall  for  purposes  of 
education.  The  school  buildings  are  admirable  :  classrooms  are 
light,  airy  and  well  planned  and  sanitation  of  a  high  order. 

WIGAN  ROAD  SECONDARY  MODERN  SCHOOL.— The 
front  portion  of  the  school  was  erected  in  1885  and  modernised  in 
1938.  This  is  given  over  to  Administrative  Offices  on  the  ground 
floor  whilst  the  upper  floors  comprise  science  rooms  and  store  rooms. 
The  remainder  of  the  school  was  erected  in  1938  and  forms  an 
extension  of  the  older  bulidings.  It  is  built  on  the  bungalow 
principle  around  a  central  quadrangle  with  a  6  ft.  glass  roofed 
corridor  continuing  round  the  building  as  a  division  between 
the  quadrangle  and  the  classrooms.  All  class  rooms  are  entered 
from  this  corridor. 

The  classrooms  are  well  lighted  and  ventilated  by  means  of 
centre  pivoting  and  hopper  inlet  windows.  Central  heating  is 
installed  throughout.  There  are  no  structural  defects  but  the 
brickwork  to  the  older  building  needs  re-pointing  in  cement  mortar. 
In  some  of  the  domestic  rooms  the  paintwork  needs  scraping  and 
repainting. 

Apart  from  these  the  school  is  exceptionally  well  maintained. 
The  Boys’  Department  accommodates  160  senior  boys  ;  the  Girls’ 
196  senior  girls.  280  scholars  remain  to  dinner  in  school  :  120 

boys  and  160  girls.  99  bottles  of  milk  are  delivered  daily  to  the 
boys  and  77  to  the  girls. 

Water  supply  is  from  public  service,  and  the  school  is  con¬ 
nected  to  the  main  sewer.  Apart  from  a  few  necessary  minor 
repairs,  sanitation  at  the  school  is  perfect.  Washing  and  cloak¬ 
room  accommidation  is  adequate  and  of  the  most  modern  type. 

Playgrounds  are  of  large  concrete  flags,  level  and  in  good  order 
except  for  two  flags  near  the  entrance,  which  were  broken  and 
uneven  and  might  be  considered  dangerous. 

The  three  elementary  schools  in  the  town  of  Ormskirk  are 
anachronisms  which  should  long  ago  have  been  modernised  or 
replaced. 

Prominent  amongst  them  is  the  ORMSKIRK  UNITED 
CHARITY  C.E.  SCHOOL  in  Derby-street,  housed  in  a  two-storey 
building  of  over  a  hundred  years  of  age,  close  to  the  noise  of  the  near¬ 
by  railway  station  and  siding.  There  were  109  Infant  boys  and  315 
Infant  and  Junior  girls  in  attendance  :  206  mixed  scholars  in  class¬ 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor  and  218  girls  on  the  first  floor.  All  were 
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working  under  overcrowded  conditions,  and  classes  in  many  cases 
were  separated  only  by  inadequate  curtains,  so  that  both  teachers 
and  scholars  were  suffering  from  the  distractions  of  their  neighbour¬ 
ing  classes. 

At  the  rear  of  the  premises  is  an  old  iron  fire  escape  in  such  a 
bad  state  of  repair  as  to  be  dangerous  ;  and,  of  course,  fire  drill 
cannot  be  carried  out. 

Only  two  cloakrooms — one  boys  and  one  girls — are  avail¬ 
able,  the  remaining  accommodation  having  been  taken  over  for 
the  serving  of  school  dinners.  As  a  result,  there  are  only  four 
lavatory  basins  for  children  of  each  sex. 

Closet  accommodation  is  situated  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
playground,  approximately  40  yards  from  the  school,  and  consists 
of  four  trough  closets  for  girls  and  three  for  boys  ;  also  a  four-stall 
urinal.  These  trough  closets  are  of  antiquated  design,  flushed  at 
intervals  by  an  automatic  flushing  cistern.  The  roof  of  the  struc¬ 
ture  is  in  need  of  repair.  The  boys’  urinal  consists  of  stone  slabs 
only  4  feet  high,  in  the  open  playground  without  any  cover  or 
screening.  Lighting  of  the  school  is  by  gas. 

159  scholars  have  dinner  in  school  and  56  in  the  Boy  Scouts' 
room  at  the  rear  of  the  Education  Offices.  250  bottles  of  milk  are 
delivered  daily  at  the  school. 

THE  UNITED  CHARITY  C.E.  SCHOOL  FOR  JUNIOR 
BOYS  in  Aughton  Street  has  198  scholars  on  the  roll.  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  school  is  fairly  good  on  the  whole.  Lighting,  by  gas, 
and  ventilation  are  adequate.  Two  classes  are  held  in  most  of 
the  schoolrooms.  The  playground  is  flagged,  and  many  of  the 
flags  are  cracked  and  uneven.  The  school  being  sited  on  rising 
ground  with  the  playground  at  the  rear,  there  is  a  liability  to 
flooding  in  heavy  rain. 

80-85  children  have  dinner  in  school,  and  96  bottles  of  milk 
are  delivered  daily.  There  is  one  cloakroom  for  the  whole  school, 
and  a  portion  has  been  partitioned  off  for  the  service  of  school 
dinners. 

Closet  accommodation  is  at  the  top  of  the  playground,  50  feet 
from  the  school  building,  and  consists  of  five  trough  closets  and  a 
seven-stall  urinal  flushed  by  an  automatic  cistern. 

ST.  ANNE’S  R.C.  SCHOOL  in  Hants  Lane,  is  of  a  very  old 
type.  It  is  a  two-storey  building  with  112  infants  on  the  ground 
floor  and  107  girls  and  88  boys  on  the  first  floor.  The  condition 
of  the  school  is  fairly  good  ;  lighting  and  ventilation  in  classrooms 
are  adequate.  Again  it  is  necessary  to  have  two  classes  in  most 
of  the  schoolrooms.  The  Infants’  playground  is  in  a  very  bad  state. 
The  greater  part  is  paved  with  cracked  and  uneven  flags,  and  a 
portion  has  no  paving  at  all.  The  boys’  playground  is  better, 
but  this  in  places  is  slightly  uneven.  Application  has  been  made 
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for  a  hut  to  be  used  as  a  dining  hall.  60-70  infants  have  dinner 
in  school,  and  90  of  the  older  children.  354  bottles  of  milk  are 
delivered  to  the  school  each  day  :  192  for  infants  and  162  for  the 
others.  A  small  room  near  the  cloakroom  on  the  ground  floor 
is  set  aside  for  the  preparation  of  school  dinners. 

Washing  provision  is  inadequate,  only  four  basins  are  pro¬ 
vided  in  a  passageway  on  the  ground  floor.  There  is  no  accommo¬ 
dation  upstairs.  For  the  infants’  department,  two  small  cloak¬ 
rooms  are  provided.  These  are  barely  adequate,  and  are  very 
dark  owing  to  the  small  size  of  the  windows.  No  racks  are  avail¬ 
able.  The  upstairs  scholars  have  a  good  cloakroom  with  clothes- 
racks. 

Five  trough  closets  and  automatic  cistern,  with  one  small 
urinal,  suffice  for  the  infants’  department  and  for  the  bigger  girls. 
The  urinal  channel  is  broken  and  uneven.  There  is  no  flushing 
apparatus,  and  the  urinal  itself  is  completely  unscreened.  These 
offices  are  situated  only  5  feet  from  the  main  building.  Three 
trough  closets  flushed  by  an  automatic  flushing  cistern,  and  a  5- 
stall  urinal  flushed  by  a  tap,  are  provided  for  the  boys  in  their  own 
playground.  They  are  properly  screened  and  are  approximately 
24  feet  from  the  school  building. 

Artificial  illumination  is  by  gas. 

The  old  LORDSGATE  TOWNSHIP  SCHOOL,  which  was 
situated  midway  between  Ormskirk  and  Burscough,  was  demolished 
for  strategical  reasons  during  the  war,  and  a  new  school  of  the 
same  name  erected  on  a  site  in  Burscough.  Though  it  consists  only 
of  a  prefabricated  building  and  a  nissen  hut,  it  is  a  much  more 
modern,  hygienic  and  efficient  structure  than  the  older  permanent 
schools  in  the  area. 

There  are  47  senior  boys  and  24  girls  on  the  roll,  as  well  as  15 
infant  boys  and  19  girls.  An  average  of  74  children  take  dinner  at 
school  daily,  and  90  bottles  of  milk  are  delivered. 

Lighting,  cloakrooms,  lavatories,  water  supply  and  drainage 
are  all  completely  satisfactory. 

ST.  JOHN’S  C.E.  SCHOOL  is  in  School  Lane,  Lathom.  It 
is  one  of  the  old  type  and  with  the  passing  of  the  years  its  condition 
can  now  only  be  classed  as  fair. 

The  Senior  School  accommodates  82  boys  and  86  girls.  20-30 
of  them  stay  to  dinner  in  school,  and  60  bottles  of  milk  are  delivered 
daily.  Sanitary  arrangements  are  not  good.  The  girls  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  four  lavatory  basins  in  their  cloakroom,  and  the  boys 
with  3,  but  one  in  each  cloakroom  was  broken  and  unserviceable. 

Six  washdown  W.C.s  flushed  by  an  automatic  flushing  tank 
suffice  for  the  girls,  and  four  of  similar  type  for  the  boys,  who  also 
have  a  four-stall  urinal  flushed  by  a  tap.  These  offices  are  situated 
about  18  ft.  from  the  school  building.  Their  structural  condition  is 
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poor,  woodwork  of  doors  and  frames  are  badly  worn  and  broken 
and  eavesgutters  and  spouts  broken.  Ashes  are  placed  in  an  ashpit, 
as  no  dustbins  are  provided.  The  Junior  School  adjoins  the 
Senior.  It  is  of  the  old  type,  but  is  in  much  better  condition 
than  its  neighbour,  as  replastering  and  internal  decorations  have 
been  carried  out.  It  is  a  small  school  of  40  boys  and  35  girls  : 
20  to  30  dine  in  school  daily,  and  60  bottles  of  milk  are  delivered. 

Offices  adjoin  those  of  the  senior  school,  and  are  similar.  For 
washing,  the  scholars  are  dependent  on  two  washbasins  and  a  sink 
in  the  only  cloakroom. 

BURSCOUGH  BRIDGE  METHODIST  SCHOOL  in  Orrell 
Lane,  Burscough,  provides  for  96  boys  and  89  girls.  It  is  old  and 
in  a  very  poor  state  of  repair.  The  roof  is  defective  in  places 
and  some  of  the  older  brickwork  is  of  a  porous  nature.  The  interior 
is  sadly  in  need  of  re-decoration.  Two  classes  were  being  taught 
side  by  side  in  some  classrooms.  The  playground  is  in  a  very  un¬ 
satisfactory  condition,  part  of  it  being  brick-paved  and  part  not 
paved  at  all. 

Sanitary  conditions  are  poor  and  out-of-date.  Washing  basins 
are  of  old  brown  stoneware  :  3  being  provided  for  infants,  3  for 
girls  and  2  for  boys. 

Cloakrooms  are  small  and  inadequate.  The  girls  have  to  hang 
their  clothes  on  the  walls,  as  there  are  no  racks.  The  boys  have  a 
small  rack,  but  most  have  to  use  hooks  on  the  walls,  and  their 
cloakroom  is  dark.  The  offices  are  situated  about  40  ft.  from  the 
-school.  They,  also  are  old-fashioned,  and  their  structural  condition 
is  very  poor.  An  average  of  70  children  stay  to  dinner,  and  the 
dailv  supply  of  milk  is  150  bottles. 

ST.  JOHN’S  R.C.  SCHOOL,  Chapel  Lane,  Lathom,  is  also  an 
old  worn-out  school  with  porous  brickwork,  defective  roof  and 
spouts. 

The  playground  is  brick-paved  and  in  poor  condition.  One 
of  the  two  cloakrooms  has  been  given  over  entirely  to  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  meals  :  the  other  is  totally  inadequate  for  the  school’s 
requirements.  It  has  four  lavatory  basins.  There  are  no  clothing 
racks.  Offices  are  adjacent  to  the  school  building,  and  can  only  be 
described  as  dilapidated.  Woodwork  of  doors  and  frames  is  badly 
worn,  and  brickwork  old  and  defective.  The  usual  old  type  wash¬ 
down  W.C.s  and  automatic  flushing  cistern  are  provided. 

35  Senior  boys,  32  Senior  girls,  9  infant  boys  and  13  infant 
girls  attend  the  school.  60  children  stay  to  dinner,  and  65  bottles 
of  milk  are  delivered  daily. 

LATHOM  PARK  C.EJ  SCHOOL  was  built  in  1881  bv  the  then 
Earl  of  Lathom  to  replace  an  old  school  with  thatched  roof  then  in 
use.  It  was  sold  in  1924  to  the  Vicar  of  Ormskirk,  purchasing  on 
behalf  of  the  Church  Authorities  It  is  well  built  and  in  good 
repair. 
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A  small  playground  in  good  condition  is  provided  in  front  of 
the  school,  and  there  is  also  a  small  playing  field  and  garden. 
Drainage  is  into  a  large  brook  in  fields  at  the  rear  of  the  school. 
Pail  closets  are  provided  in  the  offices.  The  boys  urinal  is  flushed 
by  roof  water. 

An  adequate  cloakroom  is  available,  complete  with  racks  for 
hanging  clothes.  Two  wash  basins  are  fitted  with  cold  water 
supply,  but  the  teachers  arrange  for  hot  water  to  be  carried  through 
from  the  gas  water  heater  in  the  kitchen. 

Oil  lamps  of  an  old  type  provide  artificial  lighting,  but  as  the 
school  closes  at  3-30  p.m.  these  are  not  used.  The  school  is  wired 
for  electric  lighting,  and  at  one  time  received  a  supply  of  elec¬ 
tricity  from  Lathom  Park. 

there  are  only  9  boys  and  8  girls  attending  the  school,  15  of 
whom  stay  to  dinner  each  day. 

NEWBURGH  C.E.  SCHOOL  is  a  well-built  stone  building 
in  Back  Lane.  The  playground  is  surfaced  in  concrete,  and  apart 
from  one  or  two  small  holes  is  in  good  condition.  109  village 
children  attend.  30  of  these  stay  to  dinner,  and  62  bottles  of  milk 
are  delivered  daily.  Sanitary  arrangements  are  rural  in  character, 
but  fairly  good.  Two  pail  closets  and  a  urinal  for  boys,  and  four 
pai  closets  for  girls  and  infants,  are  provided.  The  offices  are  18  ft. 
from  the  school.  Drainage  is  to  a  road  drain. 

There  is  good  cloakroom  accommodation.  Washing  facilities 
are  poor.  One  small  sink  has  to  suffice  for  the  girls  and  infants, 
and  no  provision  is  made  for  the  boys. 

LATHOM  ST.  JAMES’  C.E.  SCHOOL  is  in  School  Lane, 
Westhead,  and  supplies  the  needs  of  WestheadVillage  and  surround¬ 
ings.  It  is  an  artistically-built  building  nearly  a  century  old, 
with  headmaster’s  house  adjoining.  Unfortunately,  the  building 
has  been  neglected.  The  outside  wood  and  ironwork  was  found  to 
be  in  bad  condition  and  did  not  appear  to  have  been  painted  for 
many  years.  The  corrugated  iron  porch  which  forms  part  of  one 
of  the  cloakrooms  was  dilapidated,  as  also  was  the  coal  store  of 
the  same  material.  Many  roof  gutters  were  broken. 

The  metal  roof  ventilators  were  in  a  defective  conditon  and 
appeared  to  be  “  just  holding  together.”  Two  chimney  pots  were 
broken.  Interior  decorations  had  not  been  done  for  many  years. 
Ventilation  is  mainly  by  window  hoppers. 

Heating  is  by  coke  stoves  and,  in  some  classrooms,  coal  fires. 
The  stoves  are  of  a  very  old  pattern  and  in  severe  weather  the 
temperature  in  the  classroom  has  been  no  higher  than  33  degrees  F. 
when  the  children  came  to  school  in  the  morning.  Both  playgrounds 
have  been  laid  with  concrete,  but  this  requires  patching  in  many 
places.  Sanitary  conditions  are  far  from  perfect.  One  shallow 
brown  earthenware  sink  for  each  sex  does  for  washing  accommoda- 
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tion.  Cloakrooms  are  old-fashioned,  without  racks.  A  rack  was 
provided  in  one  of  the  classrooms. 

The  offices  are  at  the  top  end  of  the  playground,  60  ft.  from  the 
school.  They  have  the  usual  trough  closets  with  automatic  flush¬ 
ing  cistern.  The  woodwork  of  the  door  frames  is  worn  and  perished, 
and  the  roof  requires  repair.  One  seat  was  found  to  be  broken. 

149  children  attend  the  school  :  96  boys  and  53  girls.  62 
children  stay  to  dinner  each  day,  and  87  bottles  of  milk  are  delivered 
daily.  All  the  schools  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  water  from 
public,  service  ;  and,  with  two  exceptions,  all  are  connected  to  the 
public  sewer. 

From  the  foregoing  account  it  will  be  seen  that  age  and 
infirmity  are  sadly  affecting  most  of  the  schools  in  the  area,  and 
that  repairs  and  modernisation  are  long  overdue  and  should  be 
proceeded  with  without  delay. 
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LIST  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  ORMSKIRK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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Wigan  Rd.  Secondary  Modern  37  160  Senior  Boys.  196  Senior  Girls 
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ORMSKIRK  SCHOOL  CLINIC  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

CENTRE. 

(GENERAL  HOSPITAL). 


Each  Monday 


Each  Tuesday 
Each  Wednesday 


a.m.  Minor  Ailments 

p.m.  Child  Welfare 
Centre 

p.m.  Orthopaedic 
p.m.  Re-dressings 


*  Dr.  Wilson,  Nurse 

Lloyd 

Dr.  Wilson,  Nurse 
Lloyd 

f  Mr.  Thomas 

Nurse  Elkington 
Nurse  Lloyd  only 


Each  Friday  a.m.  Dental  Dr.  McAsh 

and  p.m. 

*  Dr.  Wilson  is  attending  alternate  weeks  only  at  present. 

|  Mr.  Thomas  only  attends  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  each  month. 


BURSCOUGH  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE  (OLD  COUNCIL 

OFFICES). 

Each  Thursday  p.m.  *  Dr.  Cliff  Nurse  Lloyd 

*  Dr.  Cliff  is  attending  on  the  1st  Thursday  each  month  only  at 
present. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

During  the  year  five  canal  boats  were  inspected  and  were 
found  to  be  in  good  sanitary  condition. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  now  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district 
and  this  is  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  twenty  lodgers, 
although  it  is  only  on  rare  occasions  that  the  house  is  filled  to  its 
capacity. 

On  each  occasion  that  the  house  was  visited  it  was  found  to 
be  in  a  very  clean  condition. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  district. 
There  are  two  privately-owned  swimming  baths,  but  these  are  not 
open  to  the  general  public. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


Six  observations  were  made  but  it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  take  any  formal  action. 

A  Byelaw  made  in  pursuance  of  Section  2  of  the  Public  Health 
(Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926,  is  in  force  and  prescribes  that  the 
emission  of  black  smoke  for  a  period  of  two  minutes  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  within  any  continuous  period  of  thirty  minutes  from  any 
one  chimney  in  a  building  other  than  a  private  dwelling  house 
shall,  until  the  contrary  is  proved,  be  presumed  to  be  a  nuisance. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  area.  Three  school 
camps  at  farms  in  the  district  were  visited  and  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  and  water  supply  at  each  camp  were  found  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

During  the  year  four  houses  were  fumigated  for  the  eradication 
of  bed  bugs.  As  the  infestation  in  each  case  was  only  slight 
Thermatox  fumigators  were  used. 

No  infestation  was  found  sufficiently  heavy  as  to  warrant  the 
use  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

AND 

THE  INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

Rat  week  has  not  been  held  since  the  beginning  of  the  war 
period,  but  the  Council  have  appointed  a  Rodent  Operative, 
who  has  done  a  great  deal  of  work  in  connection  wuth  the  ex¬ 
termination  of  rats  in  the  district. 

At  least  95  per  cent,  of  the  infestations  can  be  classed  as  minor, 
and  the  remaining  5  per  cent,  major. 

All  the  sewers  in  the  district  have  been  treated,  and  generally 
speaking  the  number  of  bait  “  takes"  in  the  sewers  was  not  heavy. 

In  Ormskirk  the  greatest  number  of  “  takes  ”  were  in  the 
Dyers  Lane,  Calder  Avenue  and  Town  End  area,  and  in  Hants 
Lane  and  Green  Lane. 

In  Burscough  district  the  greatest  number  of  “  takes  ”  were 
near  the  Packet  House  Hotel,  Mill  Lane  and  Square  Lane. 
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The  second  time  the  sewers  were  treated  there  was  a  very 
considerable  decrease  in  the  amount  of  bait  taken  in  the  above- 
mentioned  areas,  and  it  can  now  be  safely  assumed  that  there 
are  not  many  rats  in  the  sewers. 

It  is  hoped  to  carry  out  further  treatment  during  the  coming 
year. 

During  the  year  1945  the  Rodent  Operative  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  visits  : — 

Dwelling  houses  471,  food  stores  235,  factories  190,  refuse  tips 
157,  brooks  and  ditches  17,  sewage  works  54,  piggeries  15,  cafes  54, 
shops  391,  salvage  depots  6,  schools  3. 

Arsenic,  zinc  phosphide  and  barium  carbonate  poison  baits 
have  all  been  tried,  but  the  best  results  appear  to  have  been 
obtained  when  using  arsenic. 

“  Rodine  ”  rat  poison  is  given  out  to  any  persons  with  very 
small  infestations  and  who  wish  to  carry  out  the  work  themselves. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  is  good,  but  throughout 
the  war  years  very  little  repair  work  has  been  carried  out  owing 
to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary  labour  and  materials, 
and  in  consequence  many  houses,  especially  of  the  older  type,  are 
in  need  of  repair. 

There  are  also  one  or  two  areas  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
district  which  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  under  Section  25  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  as  soon  as  conditions  become  more  normal. 

Overcrowding  is  still  prevalent,  especially  in  the  smaller  types 
of  houses. 

There  is  a  definite  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district  and  the 
Council  propose  to  erect  84  houses  on  the  Tower  Hill  Estate,  10 
at  Westhead,  4  at  Newburgh  and  80  on  the  Manor  Road  Estate 
at  Burscough. 

1 .  Remedy  oj  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  .  .  .  191 

2.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 


A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  .  .  .....  .  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied .  .  .  .  .  17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  ...  .  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made .  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  Nil 

(a)  Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year — 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  Nil 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  .  .  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  .  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  .  ....  Nil 
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(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 


(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  .  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons .  .  .  Nil 


3.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health 


or  Housing  Acts) .  .  .  .  .  937 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  647 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub  head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  30 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  30 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation .  .  .  .  ;...  .  213 


SECTION  E. 

(a)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD,  DAIRIES, 
COWSHEDS  AND  PURVEYORS  OF  MILK. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  of  1926  made  provision  for  securing 
the  cleanliness  of  dairies,  etc.,  and  for  protecting  milk  against 
infection  and  contamination. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  LYban  District  are  in  a  reason¬ 
able  state  of  repair  and  kept  in  clean  condition,  although  it  was 
found  necessary  to  remind  fifteen  owners  that  the  limewashing 
of  their  premises  was  overdue.  The  work  was  subsequently  carried 
out  in  all  cases. 

Floors  and  utensils  in  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  generally  kept 
reasonably  clean,  but  sufficient  attention  is  not  given  to  the  cleans¬ 
ing  of  milking  stools  and  the  hands  of  the  milker. 

All  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  inspected  twice  per  year. 

Fifteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  for  B. 
coli  and  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  Eleven  proved  to  be  satis¬ 
factory  and  four  unsatisfactory. 
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Three  samples  were  taken  for  examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilil 
and  all  proved  satisfactory. 

One  bottling  licence,  two  supplementary  licences  and  two 
dealers  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936. 


(b)  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  is  still  only  one  licenced  slaughterhouse  in  the  district 
and  this  is  licenced  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  only. 

During  the  year  856  pigs  were  inspected,  and  three  whole 
carcases  and  19  heads  were  condemned  all  being  affected  with 
Tuberculosis. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  foodstuffs  were  examined 
and  condemned 

1122  tins  milk,  27  tins  beans,  113  tins  jam,  81  tins  meat, 
3  tins  salmon,  5  tins  herrings,  23  tins  sardines,  27  tins  pilchards, 
16  tins  peas,  28  tins  soup,  25  tins  fish  paste,  1  tin  Marmalade,  6 
tins  carrots,  59  tins  biscuits,  656  tins  dessert  powder,  28  tins  salad 
dressing,  11  tins  fruit,  36  lbs.  sugar,  40  lbs.  butter,  56  lbs.  cheese, 
100  lbs.  oats,  288  lbs.  bacon,  155  lbs.  dates,  90  lbs.  raisins,  103  lbs. 
rice,  227  lbs.  dried  beans,  2  cases  eggs  and  2  cases  oranges. 


(c)  ADULTERATION. 

The  section  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  deals 
with  this  subject  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
and  I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  information  : — 


SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  1945. 


Milk  15 

Dried  Peaches  1 

Mixed  Pickles  .  1 

Camphorated  Oil  3 


Cooked  Meat  1 

Curry  Powder  .  1 

Bismuth  Carbonate  1 

Stout  .  1 


Two  samples  of  camphorated  oil  were  found  to  be  below 
standard  and  the  vendor  was  informed  accordingly  ;  all  the  other 
samples  were  genuine. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

381  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  to  the  Department 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  291  related  to  measles,  which  was 
prevalent  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  particularly  during 
February.  This  disease  tends  to  recur  in  epidemic  form  every 
two  years.  Nine  cases  required  removal  to  hospital. 

Notifications  of  diphtheria  numbered  15.  This  serious  disease 
still  calls  for  active  preventive  measures.  Fortunately  its  inci¬ 
dence  had  undergone  a  reduction  since  the  introduction  by  the 
Council  of  a  scheme  for  the  active  immunisation  of  children  in  the 
district.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  the  immunisation 
of  all  children  at  an  early  age,  and  the  treament  is  offered  for  every 
child  when  it  attains  its  first  birthday. 

There  were  34  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  14  cases  were  removed 
to  hospital.  Generally  the  disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  com¬ 
plications  were  the  exception. 

Two  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  occurred  during  the  year, 
one  in  April  and  the  other  in  December.  Both  were  admitted  to 
hospital  for  treatment. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

This  important  work  was  continued  throughout  the  year. 
423  children  completed  a  course  of  immunisation,  of  whom  133 
were  between  one  and  two  years  of  age.  The  proportion  of  children 
born  during  1944,  who  received  a  course  of  treatment  during  the 
second  year  of  life  was,  therefore,  approximately  50  per  cent. 
Gratifying  as  this  is,  it  is  important  that  the  drive  to  secure  the 
immunisation  of  all  children  during  the  second  year  should  not 
be  relaxed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  have 
been  immunised  since  the  inception  of  the  Council’s  scheme  in 
1935. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Number  of  persons,  in  age  groups,  completely  immunised. 


Age 

1935 

1936 

*  n 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Under 

1  year 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— ■ 

7 

6 

1 

2 

— 

1  year 

2 

1  | 

— 

— 

1 

2 

101 

84 

65 

89 

133 

Total 

under 

5  years 

2  „ 

6 

1 

— 

1 

2 

14 

101 

99 

18 

11 

31 

at  end  of 
1945 

3  „ 

3 

2 

1 

— 

4 

11 

75 

83 

12 

10 

19 

197 

4  ,, 

8 

1 

— • 

1 

1 

11 

98 

78 

20 

17 

14 

5  „ 

7 

— 

2 

1 

— 

21 

242 

96 

22 

16 

41 

6  „ 

13 

1 

— 

1 

1 

19 

150 

91 

15 

10 

17 

Total 

5-9 

years 

7  „ 

7 

— 

— 

— 

4 

13 

161 

60 

9 

12 

33 

at  end  of 
1945. 

8  „ 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

27 

201 

75 

8 

10 

31 

143 

9  „ 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

i  15 

196 

67 

8 

7  1 

21 

10  „ 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

29 

200 

76 

11 

13 

19 

11  „ 

3 

O 

1 

1 

1 

8 

229  1 

73 

4 

14 

12 

Total 

10-14 

years 

12  „ 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

207 

59 

2 

9 

29 

at  end  of 
1945. 

13  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

198 

42 

7 

3 

21 

86 

14  „ 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

42 

19 

1 

■ 

1  5 

1 5 

years 

and 

over 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

20 

5 

1 

Total 

68 

15 

6 

•  8 

14 
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2220 

1028 

208 

225 

426 

30 
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*  Includes  1  Non-Civilian, 
f  Includes  2  Non-Civilians. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1945. 


New  Cases. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Res  pi  ratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0— 

1— 

1 

1 

5—  . 

1 

10—  . 

15— 

1 

20— 

1 

3 

25— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

35—  . 

1 

1 

1  2 

1 

45—  . 

1 

1 

55 —  . 

65  and  upwards  ... 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1  7 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  . 

- - , 

.. - - 

_ v 

12 

4 

5 

3 

Notification  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  usually  prompt.  All 
deaths  were  notified  and  the  services  of  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  are  much  appreciated. 
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